156 Popes Who Have Encouraged Engagement and Interaction with Scripture
Pope Francis
· `greater Catholic involvement with the Word of God, urging all believers to read, reflect, and interact with scripture regularly. He emphasizes that scripture is not just to be studied, but to be encountered personally and prayerfully, making it a living dialogue with God.catholicculture+3
· Lectio Divina: Pope Francis frequently encourages the practice of lectio divina—a meditative, prayerful reading of scripture that fosters personal interaction and dialogue with the biblical text. He teaches that scripture should “blossom in the heart” and that believers should “enter into dialogue with Scripture, so that those words become a cause for meditation and prayer”.vaticannews
· Daily Reading: He advises Christians to read the Bible every day, carry a pocket-sized Gospel, and let scripture illuminate daily life, casting light on personal challenges and revealing God’s will.usccb+1
Pope Benedict XVI
· Verbum Domini (2010): Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic exhortation calls for Catholics to embrace scripture as a living word, not just a historical document. He urges the faithful to read, understand, and pray with scripture, making it central to personal and communal faith life.ncregister+1
· Biblical Renewal: Benedict XVI made biblical renewal a hallmark of his pontificate, encouraging Catholics to rediscover the richness of scripture and to interact with it through study, prayer, and liturgy.ncregister
Second Vatican Council (Pope Paul VI and successors)
· Dei Verbum (1965): The Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, promulgated by Pope Paul VI, emphasizes that scripture is a living source of faith and calls for “active and conscious participation” in its reading and interpretation. It encourages all Catholics to interact with scripture as part of their spiritual journey.catholicculture+1
Pope Leo XIV
· Rediscovery of Vatican II: Pope Leo XIV has recently called Catholics to reread and be inspired by the teachings of Vatican II, which include a renewed emphasis on scripture as a place of encounter with God and a source for ongoing dialogue and reflection.usccb

Key Insights
· Scripture as Encounter: Modern popes consistently teach that scripture is not just to be read, but to be encountered—personally, prayerfully, and in dialogue with God.
· Daily Practice: The encouragement is not only for study but for daily, ongoing interaction, making scripture a living part of faith.
· Lectio Divina: This ancient practice is promoted as a way to deepen one’s relationship with God through scripture.
· Vatican II’s Legacy: The Council and its successors have made engagement with scripture a central part of Catholic life.
